
PROJECT OCEANOLOGY 

Facebook Live: Minnow trap - Fish measuring 
 

 
 

1) Small nearshore fish are an important food source for larger fish in the Thames River. Explain what 
might happen if there are not enough small fish available? 

 
 
 
 

2) Some species of fish that we catch in the trap are juveniles or young fish that will eventually become 
a species that fishermen will try to catch. These fish need to be measured in order to know if they 
are a legal size to keep or if we need to throw them back. Measure the length of this scup in the 
photo below by measuring to the end of its tail and record the length in inches and centimeters. 

Length: _________________inches    or   _____________________ centimeters 
 

3) Use the information to the right to determine if the 
scup above is a legal size for a fisherman to keep? 
What would happen if there were no rules and 
fishermen could keep all the smaller fish that they 
caught? Explain how it would affect the population 
of this species.  

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Saltwater/Current-Recreational-Marine-Fisheries-Regulations 

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Saltwater/Current-Recreational-Marine-Fisheries-Regulations

