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How it started

► Created in 1893 by New 
London

► Land given from Post Hill 
Improvement Company

► 33 acres by 1910
► Gifted from S.D. Lawrence, F.B. 

Brandegee, and the Palmer 
Brothers



Major 
Changes/Effects



Coast Guard Academy

► During construction, park was 
reduced.
► Lost 10 acers

► Reduced to 18 acers

► Throughout the years of 
expansion of the academy, 
the park kept gaining, and 
giving away land.  



Gold Star Memorial Bridge

► Park was very popular before 
construction of the bridge
► People didn’t want to go from 

the noises

► The view of the river from the 
park wasn’t as beautiful. 



Sandy Hook 

► Playground dedicated to 
Emilie Parker
► Emilie was a victim of Sandy 

Hook

► “Emilie’s Shady Spot” 
(Somers)



How the community feels

► The community is both happy and mad about updates the park is 
getting

► In 2019, the park was getting lights for $50,400
► Comments made from the community are all negative



Ideas in the Future?

► Access to from water
► Possibility of more playground equipment



Works Cited
DeMUZZIO, ED. In the Summer of 1984, the Riverside Park Beach on the Thames River Was Still a Popular Swimming Spot. 2 Oct. 2011. Coast Guard Academy Is a Vital Part of the New London Community, 

https://www.theday.com/article/20111002/OP05/310029967. Accessed 4 Dec. 2021.

Edgecomb, Kathleen. “NL Residents Urge City Council Not to Sell Riverside Park.” The Day, 20 

Apr. 2010, www.theday.com/article/20100420/NWS01/304209867/0/Search.

---. “Top 10 Stories of the Year: Aftermath of Sandy Hook.” The Day, 30 Dec. 2013, 

Finlay, Nancy. “I-95 Reaches New London.” Connecticut History | a CTHumanities Project, 22 Mar. 2021, connecticuthistory.org/i-95-reaches-new- london.

Finlay, Nancy. Photograph “A View of Riverside Park,” New London from Views of New London, 1908. 26 Mar. 2021. I-95 Reaches New London, https://connecticuthistory.org/i-95-reaches-new- london/. Accessed 4 

Dec. 2021.

Riverside Park Conservancy. “Riverside Park Conservancy.” RPC, Riverside Park Conservancy, 2012, www.riversideparkconservancy.org.

Ruddy, John. Work on the Center Span of the Bridge, over the River Channel, Is Seen in Progress in October 1942. (Connecticut Department of Transportation). 10 Oct. 2018. Building the Gold Star Bridge Was No 

Ordinary Construction Project, https://www.theday.com/article/20180224/NWS01/180229621. Accessed 4 Dec. 2021.

Somers, Johanna. “With New Playground, Kids at Riverside Park Have It Made in the Shade.” 

The Day, 18 Nov. 2013, www.theday.com/article/20131118/NWS01/311189950/0/search.

Somers, Johanna. Children Play Sunday on the New Emilie’s Shady Spot Playground in Riverside Park in New London. 18 Nov. 2013. With New Playground, Kids at Riverside Park Have It Made in the 

Shade, https://www.theday.com/article/20131118/NWS01/311189950/0/search. Accessed 3 Dec. 2021.

THE E. A. BARDOL & CO., New London, Conn. “Views of New London : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming :” Internet Archive, THE E. A. BARDOL & CO., New London, Conn., 1906, 

archive.org/details/viewsofnewlondon00newl/page/n15/mode/2up?view=theater.

https://connecticuthistory.org/i-95-reaches-new-
http://www.riversideparkconservancy.org/
http://www.theday.com/article/20131118/NWS01/311189950/0/search

